Adele Geras

Q: What were you like at school?
A: Chatty, clever at the subjects I was clever at, like English, History, French and Spanish
and USELESS at Maths and Games.
Q: What did you want to be when you were a child?
A: An all-singing, all dancing STAR!
Q: Which three words describe you best?
A: Friendly, talkative and optimistic
Q: What is your favourite word?
A: Turquoise
Q: What makes you cringe?
A: Too many things to list, really, but mainly dresses and skirts worn without tights in winter,
too loud musak in restaurants, litter all over the streets....you get the sort of thing. It can vary
from day to day, too!
Q: What are you afraid of?
A: FLYING!!! Being unable to read when I'm really old. Not too fond of being alone in a
house, and have to have the radio on all the time.
Q: When did you last have a really good laugh?
A: Five minutes ago.
Q: What is your most treasured possession?
A: Photograph albums.
Q: What do you do as a hobby?
A: I read an enormous amount and I also knit. Is going to the movies a hobby? Watching tv? I
do a lot of that as well.
Q: What strange habits do you have?
A: I don't think I have any, really.Perfectly ordinary and boring, I'm afraid.
Q: What’s your favourite food?
A: Falafel....chick pea balls, fried and eaten in a pitta bread with salad and tahina poured
over. A street food all over the Middle East and now, happily, available in England.

Q: What do you day dream about?
A: I used to dream about being on the South Bank show but the South Bank show is no
more...
Q: What’s the most outrageous thing you’ve done?
A: Not really that outrageous. I spent one summer holiday busking in Paris. I made TONS of
money too!
Q: What profession other than yours would you like to attempt?
A: I'd be a corking tv critic! And I'd love to have been a Country and Western singer. Too old
now, alas.
Q: Do you feel younger or older than your current age?
A: Much much younger!
Q: If you could meet one person, dead or alive, who would it be?
A: Jane Austen
Q: What quality do you most admire in a person?
A: Integrity and a sense of humour
Q: What is the most interesting place you have ever visited?
A: Venice...it's the most recent interesting place, anyway. I lived in many countries as a child
and North Borneo was probably my favourite. And I do have a soft spot for the city where I
was born...Jerusalem.
Q: What is the best advice anyone has ever given you?
A: Write without hope and without despair.
Q: What would you most like to change about yourself?
A: My height! I'd love to be four or five inches TALLER.
Q: What has life taught you?
A: That you should do your best and not repine about things you can't change.
Q: How long have you been a writer?
A: 35 years
Q: Was there a specific moment in your life when you decide to become a writer?
A: When I went in for a competition and didn't win it. I enjoyed the process of writing my
story so much that I decided to try and continue doing that.
Q: Where do you do your writing?
A: In the kitchen on the kitchen table. Or in my study. I have a laptop.
Q: What are the best and worst things about being an author?
A: The best thing is getting the new book through the post for the first time. The worst thing
is seeing a beloved book go out of print and disappear.
Q: Where do you get your greatest ideas from?
A: Mostly from places...
Q: Which of your own characters do you most identify with?

A: With Ozymandias, the fat black cat in The Fantora Family Files and the Fantora Family
Photographs...both out of print alas. He's a very wise cat who just sits on his cushion by the
fire and tells stories.
Q: What do you do to combat “writers’ block”?
A: I write...I don't believe in writer's block. Nurses don't have nurses' block. I believe in things
going badly and in having to cross everything out and start again over and over but not in a
BLOCK...not as such!
Q: What was your favourite book as a child?
A: Little Women, closely followed by Ballet Shoes.
Q: What book do you wish you had written?
A: Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte
Q: What advice would you give to aspiring authors?
A: It's hard, but don't give up. And see above: write without hope and without despair.
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