Rosemary Hayes

Q: What were you like at school?
A: Noisy. Good at English. Really really bad at Maths.
Q: What did you want to be when you were a child?
A: A top showjumper; but I only had a fat, bad tempered pony, so there wasn't much chance
of that!
Q: Which three words describe you best?
A: Smiley, tall, enthusiastic.
Q: What is your favourite word?
A: Yes.
Q: What makes you cringe?
A: Insincerity.
Q: What are you afraid of?
A: Getting lost. I have no sense of direction.
Q: When did you last have a really good laugh?
A: Today, watching my puppy trying to catch her tail.
Q: What is your most treasured possession?
A: A soft toy; it is a yellow duck and was given me by my daughter when she was little. She
had spent all her pocket money on it.
Q: What do you do as a hobby?
A: Read, sing in a choir, conduct a choir, watch films, go to the theatre and concerts, walk
the dogs.
Q: What strange habits do you have?
A: Oh dear! Don't think I want to answer that one!
Q: What’s your favourite food?
A: Scallops.
Q: What do you day dream about?
A: I've visited lots of countries - even lived in some - but I dream about travelling to all sorts
of new and exotic places.

Q: What’s the most outrageous thing you’ve done?
A: Pretended I was someone else - with peculiar consequences.
Q: What profession other than yours would you like to attempt?
A: Archaeology.
Q: Do you feel younger or older than your current age?
A: On a good day I feel much much younger. But then sometimes I look in the mirror first
thing in the morning and can't quite believe who is staring back at me. Where did all the
wrinkles come from?
Q: If you could meet one person, dead or alive, who would it be?
A: Queen Elizabeth the First.
Q: What quality do you most admire in a person?
A: Sense of fun - and honesty.
Q: What is the most interesting place you have ever visited?
A: The Valley of the Nobles in Luxor, Egypt.
Q: What is the best advice anyone has ever given you?
A: Be yourself and follow your dream.
Q: What would you most like to change about yourself?
A: I'd like to be tidier - then I wouldn't keep losing things.
Q: What has life taught you?
A: OOOh. A big question, that. Masses of things. Probably tolerance is the best thing life has
taught me.
Q: How long have you been a writer?
A: Ages. My first book 'Race Against Time' was published in 1989.
Q: Was there a specific moment in your life when you decide to become a writer?
A: I'd always loved writing; the first book I wrote was when I was ten; it was terrible! I had to
do a lot of writing in my jobs but it wasn't until I had children and was at home with them that
I started writing properly.
Q: Where do you do your writing?
A: I have an office in my house.
Q: What are the best and worst things about being an author?
A: The best thing is that you are doing what you love doing, telling a story, creating
characters. The worst thing is when the ideas don't come.
Q: Where do you get your greatest ideas from?
A: From all over. From articles in newspapers, from a scene on a street, from something
that's happened to me, from a person I've met or from a place I've visited. Often, these ideas
will be stored at the back of my mind and only come out in a story a long time later.
Q: Which of your own characters do you most identify with?
A: I used to live in Australia and I wrote some books there, one of which was called 'Blood
Ties' about a young girl who was sent from a children's home in England to another

children's home in Australia. I really identified with the pain and confusion she must have
felt, leaving everything and everyone with whom she was familiar and starting a new life in a
very different country.
Q: What do you do to combat “writers’ block”?
A: Sometimes ideas refuse to come easily but the thing to do is to keep on writing, even if it
isn't flowing very well. You can always go back and edit later.
Q: What was your favourite book as a child?
A: I loved all the C.S. Lewis books - especially 'The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe.'
Q: What book do you wish you had written?
A: Oh, lots and lots. I've just finished reading 'Wolf Hall' by Hilary Mantel. I wish I was clever
enough to write like that!
Q: What advice would you give to aspiring authors?
A: The more you write, the better you get - so follow your dream and keep on writing!
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